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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Term expires

JOEL FERGUSON, Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2013
MELANIE FOSTER, East Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2013
DOROTHY GONZALES, East Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2009
COLLEEN MCNAMARA, Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2011
DONALD W. NUGENT, Frankfort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2011
FAYLENE OWEN, East Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2015
GEORGE PERLES, East Lansing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2015
SCOTT ROMNEY, Birmingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jan. 1, 2009
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JOHN HUDZIK, Vice President for Global Engagement and Strategic Projects
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Michigan State University
In 1855 the Michigan Legislature passed Act 130, which provided for the establishment of the

Agricultural College of the State of Michigan, and appropriated “twenty-two sections of Salt Spring
Lands for its support and maintenance . . . ” and $40,000 to support the college through its first two
years of operation. The school was formally opened and dedicated on May 13, 1857, at what is now
East Lansing, the site of the present Michigan State University. As the first agricultural college in the
nation, Michigan State University is the prototype for 69 land-grant institutions later established under
the Morrill Act of 1862.

MSU emphasizes faculty and discoveries that contribute readily to the economic development
of the state. MSU is a key player in the University Research Corridor (URC) initiative, which formed
an ongoing alliance with the University of Michigan and Wayne State University, to transform,
strengthen and diversify Michigan’s economy. The URC is a significant concentration of university-
based research and development within a geographic area, much like North Carolina’s Research
Triangle. Primary work is being done in the state’s most promising growth sectors, including alter-
native energy, medicine, life sciences, nanotechnology, homeland security and transportation. The
URC’s universities are a magnet for investment and jobs, and bring more than $1.3 billion in federal
research grants into Michigan each year. By marshalling their resources, the URC presidents are
reaching out to businesses, policymakers, innovators, investors and the public to speed up tech-
nology transfer, make resources more accessible and help attract new jobs to the state. In the past
five years, the URC received 632 patents and accounted for 79 start-up companies — effectively
creating at least one new business every month. Collectively, discoveries at the universities have
led to more than 500 license agreements for new technologies and systems.

At the same time, the University provides direct assistance to small- and medium-sized businesses
through the International Business Center, the Food Industry Institute, the Travel, Tourism and Recre-
ation Resource Center, and Executive Programs. MSU Technologies is a new university organization
that will harness commercial talent and leadership to transfer MSU’s discoveries and innovations to
industry. MSU Technologies will be a cornerstone of economic development. The Office of Biobased
Technologies aims to integrate innovations in the lab with advances in the marketplace to enhance
the economy, the environment, and the quality of life in Michigan and around the world by offering
the campus community, state officials, and private businesses a central location and point of focus
for information and expertise.

Undergraduates may choose a major field of study from among 200 programs, and graduate
study is offered to advanced students through a majority of departments — all taught by a faculty/
academic staff of almost 4,800 in 14 degree-granting colleges. In addition, the Honors College provides
extended educational opportunities for the exceptional student, and the affiliated MSU College of
Law offers numerous dual-degree programs with MSU graduate colleges. The Office of Study Abroad
offers over 240 programs in 60 countries on all continents and is one of the largest undergraduate
study abroad programs in the nation.

Within the academic colleges are several schools, programs, and institutes which typify the
land-grant approach to education, emphasizing teaching, research, and outreach and engagement.
Among these are the School of Packaging; the Institute of Agricultural Technology; the School of
Hospitality Business; International Studies and Programs; the School of Labor and Industrial Relations;
the School of Criminal Justice; the School of Planning, Design, and Construction; the School of Social
Work; the Institute for Children, Youth and Families; and the School of Journalism.

The university operates one of the nation’s largest residence hall programs and includes a
“campus-within-a-campus” environment with classrooms, study areas, faculty offices, and dining
facilities combined with many living units. MSU’s living-learning residential options allow students
who share similar academic interests or an interest in a multi-cultural living experience to live
together in designated residence halls. These programs vary in size from programs for freshmen to
the college level. Approximately 17,000 students live in campus residence halls. 

The university’s name was changed from Agricultural College of the State of Michigan to State
Agricultural College in 1861, to Michigan Agricultural College in 1909, and to Michigan State College
of Agriculture and Applied Science by an act of the Legislature in 1925. This name was changed to
Michigan State University of Agriculture and Applied Science, effective July 1, 1955. In the new
constitution approved in April 1963, the name was changed to Michigan State University effective
January 1, 1964. Michigan State University is under the control of the Board of Trustees.

The original tract of land in East Lansing consisted of 677 acres. Additional lands were purchased
and the present campus and farms cover about 5,192 acres of which 2,100 acres are in existing or
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planned campus development. On-campus enrollment Fall Term 2006 was 45,520. In addition to
degree programs offered in East Lansing, thousands of people each year attend more than 2,500 con-
ferences and educational meetings and others benefit from off-campus courses and degree programs
offered at regional locations throughout the state and online around the world.

Structures of special note reflect institutional history and serve contemporary needs. Beaumont
Tower contains the carillon and marks the site of the first building in America built for the teaching
of scientific agriculture. The Wharton Center for Performing Arts, completed in 1982, is a cultural center
for the campus and the area; the Michigan State University Museum is one of Michigan’s largest public
museums of natural and cultural history; the Kresge Art Museum has over 7,000 works of art spanning
millennia; and the Library contains over 4 million volumes and documents and 28,000 periodical sub-
scriptions in print and online formats. Academic residence halls offer small campus settings within
the larger university community. Abrams Planetarium uses a Digistar computer graphics projector
for its shows. The Alumni Memorial Chapel is a memorial to all former students of Michigan State Uni-
versity who died while serving their country. The Breslin Student Events Center hosts many special
events and is home to the men’s and women’s basketball teams.

A unique building on campus, which is designed specifically for conference and adult education
work, is the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center. This 7-story facility is the headquarters for the nation’s
largest laboratory for hospitality business students. The Kellogg Center was built in 1951 largely
through a W. K. Kellogg Foundation grant and was expanded in 1955 and 1959 with additional
Foundation funds. In 1990, a 5-year remodeling and renovation program, costing approximately
$32 million, $5 million of which was provided by the Foundation, was completed. More than
500,000 visitors, including conferees; university faculty, staff, and students; alumni; and the general
public use the Kellogg Center facilities each year. In 2001, the James B. Henry Center for Executive
Development opened as a lifelong learning center supporting the educational needs of businesses,
organizations, and individuals. In addition to business meetings and retreats, the 96,000-square-foot
building houses the Eli Broad Graduate School of Management Executive Development Programs
and a high-quality learning environment for several of the Broad School’s master’s degree programs
in integrative management, logistics, and manufacturing and innovation. Over 30 meeting rooms
have built-in technology and a deluxe atmosphere, which earned the center awards from the
Association for University Interior Designers, the American Institute of Architects, and the Michigan
Chapter of Meeting Professionals International.

Building on agricultural research that started more than a century ago, MSU is now recognized
globally as a leading research university. The faculty conducts a widely varied research program
involving thousands of projects funded primarily by federal agencies, and also by industrial firms,
foundations, and organizations, as well as state and local government. Sponsored research expendi-
tures total about $319 million annually and support the discovery of new knowledge in the natural
and social sciences and in applied areas such as medicine, agriculture, engineering, communications,
and teaching.

The National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory (NSCL) is the most advanced rare isotope research
facility in the United States. NSCL research explores the origin of the elements in the cosmos and
the nature of nuclear matter. Funded by the National Science Foundation and MSU, the NSCL operates
two superconducting cyclotrons: the K500, the first accelerator to use superconducting magnets,
and the K1200, the highest-energy continuous beam accelerator in the world. Together with a
powerful array of detectors and computers, these cyclotrons are used for advanced research in
many areas of nuclear science and cross-disciplinary applications by more than 500 scientists from
the U.S. and abroad. The coupled cyclotron facility makes it possible to produce intense beams of
rare isotopes. Many of them are so short-lived that they do not exist naturally on earth, but they
play an important role in the ongoing synthesis of the elements in the cosmos. The laboratory has
earned international recognition for its basic research and for its pioneering innovations in accelerator
design, including a cancer-therapy cyclotron now operating at Harper Hospital in Detroit. The labora-
tory is playing a leadership role in developing the new Rare Isotope Accelerator (RIA) concept that
would provide even more advanced capabilities in the future.

Long known for its research in botany, plant pathology, horticulture, forestry, and field crops, MSU
is well recognized for the quality and quantity of its plant science programs. This excellence led to
establishment on the campus of the MSU/Department of Energy Plant Research Laboratory, one of the
nation’s leading centers for basic research in plant science. The National Science Foundation’s Center for
Microbial Ecology and Food Safety and Toxicology is a national leader in both food safety for farm-to-fork
as well as for consumer information and risk assessment. A $29 million plant and soil science building
was completed in 1986, and the Biomedical-Physical Sciences Building, completed in 2001, serves as



Michigan Manual 2007-2008 Chapter VII – INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION • 679

a hub of advanced research activity and offers live viewing of images of stars transmitted from the
Southern Astrophysical Research (SOAR) telescope in the Chilean Andes Mountains.

In an era when learning across the lifespan has become a necessity for nearly everyone, a grow-
ing portion of the adult population is asking for expanded and improved postsecondary education
opportunities in order to address a broad array of learning needs. The office of the Associate Provost
for University Outreach and Engagement connects faculty with external audiences to address community
issues. In addition, Michigan confronts a variety of complex challenges that require University involve-
ment — challenges related to such areas as economic development, youth and family enhancement,
environmental quality, and health care access. As part of its land grant mission, Michigan State
University fosters the extension and application of knowledge in order to help address these needs,
frequently partnering with community-based organizations via University Outreach and Engagement.
Education and the arts are extended into thousands of homes via Michigan State University’s tele-
vision station, WKAR-TV, and its radio station, WKAR-FM and WKAR-AM.

Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station (MAES) research has always been a prominent activity of
Michigan State University. The MAES, which was organized in 1888 at the (Michigan) State Agricul-
tural College with the support of federal funds, is now MSU’s largest research arm. MAES support
spans more than 25 academic departments, laboratories, and research institutes spread across five
MSU colleges. Close linkages with the statewide MSU Extension (MSUE) network ensure that MAES
research is disseminated broadly to Michigan residents. 

The MAES mission is to conduct research benefiting Michigan agriculture, natural resources, and
communities. This mission, which complements MSUE’s education and outreach focus, is pursued
through five MAES goals — food and health, including microbial and chemical food safety, nutritional
enhancement of foods, nutritional immunology, consumer choice and diet; environmental steward-
ship and natural resources policy management, including land use, air quality, soil conservation,
waste management and utilization of waste products, ecosystem management, and water research;
enhancing profitability in agriculture and natural resources, including basic research in the plant
and animal sciences to reduce dependency on chemicals and enhance disease resistance, insects
and environmental stresses, integrated crop management and identification of value-added agri-
culture opportunities; secure food and fiber system, including research on new and re-emerging
infectious diseases, invasive species, and agro-security; and families and community vitality, in-
cluding community and economic development, recreation/tourism, youth, aging, family dynamics,
demographic, and rural and urban community security.

The MAES is staffed by more than 300 faculty members. In addition to paying portions of their
salaries, the MAES supports their research efforts by employing many research specialists, techni-
cians, and graduate research assistants. Beyond the laboratories and farm research plots at MSU’s
East Lansing campus, there are MAES field stations throughout the state — Clarksville Horticultural
Experiment Station, Clarksville; Dunbar Forest Experiment Station, Sault Ste. Marie; W. K. Kellogg
Biological Station, Hickory Corners; W. K. Kellogg Experimental Forest, Augusta; Lake City Experi-
ment Station, Lake City; Merillat Equine Center, Adrian; Montcalm Research Farm, Lakeview; Muck
Soils Research Farm, Laingsburg; Northwest Michigan Horticulture Experiment Station, Traverse City;
Fred Russ Forest Experiment Station, Decatur; Saginaw Valley Bean and Beet Research Farm, Saginaw;
Southwest Michigan Research and Extension Center, Benton Harbor; Trevor Nichols Research Com-
plex, Fennville; Upper Peninsula Experiment Station, Chatham; and Upper Peninsula Tree Improve-
ment Center, Escanaba.

MSU operates six exceptional public gardens, which serve as living laboratories. Five of these gar-
dens are on the MSU campus — W. J. Beal Botanical Garden, Horticultural Demonstration Gardens,
Clarence E. Lewis Landscape Arboretum, Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden, and the Campus Woody
Plant Collection. Hidden Lake Gardens, also MSU-affiliated, is located in Tipton, Michigan.

The Michigan State University Extension — founded in 1914 as part of the national Extension
nonformal education system — helps people improve their lives through an educational process
focusing on research-based instruction, consultation, demonstration, and problem-solving programs
on priority issues and needs. Extension’s mission and operating philosophy require it to anticipate
society’s changes and concerns and to provide the best education possible to empower Michigan
citizens to deal with those changes and concerns. Operating in a synergistic manner with the Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, MSU Extension provides research-based educational programs to citizens
in all 83 Michigan counties. MSU Extension program areas — agriculture and natural resources, chil-
dren, youth and families, and community and economic development across the campus — draw
on the campus expertise of academic departments and other administrative units.
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Though Extension provides a broad range of educational programs, it is giving special attention
to agricultural competitiveness, integrated pest management, food safety, water quality, environ-
mental quality, economic development, animal agriculture, forestry, youths and families at risk,
parenting for low-income parents, 4-H urban expansion, leadership development, and technical
assistance and leadership development for local government.

Regional outreach offices help bridge the needs of the state with the resources of the campus by
working closely with Michigan’s community colleges, the 83-county Extension network, and other
educational providers. MSU also has an Admissions office in Detroit.

Credit Enrollment (fall head count) 2004 2005 2006
On-campus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,836 45,166 45,520

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Operating Revenues 2005 2006
Student Tuition and Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0,373,307,566 $0,423,963,188
Less: Scholarship Allowances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,007,144 51,236,303

Net Student Tuition and Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329,300,422 372,726,885
State of Michigan Grants and Contracts . . . . . . . . . . 39,460,126 26,542,292
Federal Grants and Contracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231,108,854 247,074,159
Local and Private Sponsored Programs  . . . . . . . . . . 49,011,971 49,307,513
Interest and Fees on Student Loans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,691,083 3,307,598
Departmental Activities (Net of Scholarship

Allowances of $3,535,000 in 2006 and
$2,677,000 in 2005) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127,118,487 129,185,721

Auxiliary Activities (Net of Room and Board 
Allowances of $10,055,000 in 2006 and
$7,724,000 in 2005) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235,324,557 245,520,697
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,013,015,500 $1,073,664,865

Operating Expenses
Instruction and Departmental Research  . . . . . . . . . $0,420,424,908 $0,436,577,735
Research  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235,980,709 247,061,028
Public Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171,812,259 171,944,153
Academic Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,404,059 68,140,338
Student Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,597,372 28,632,807
Scholarships and Fellowships  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,814,667 32,490,277
Institutional Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,919,671 64,501,345
Operation and Maintenance of Plant . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,358,145 115,654,209
Auxiliary Enterprises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207,766,572 229,264,212
Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,635,686 73,036,977
Other Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,862,627 13,767,348

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,387,576,675 $1,481,070,429
Operating Loss  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (374,561,175) (407,405,564)

Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses)
State of Michigan Appropriations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0,355,813,500 $0,347,770,500
Gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,657,827 42,827,303
Net Investment Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148,071,543 154,125,789
Interest Expense on Capital Asset Related Debt  . . . (12,903,993) (15,740,613)
Other Net Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (1,159,718) (1,833,244)

Net Nonoperating Revenues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 526,479,159 527,149,735
INCOME BEFORE OTHER REVENUES  . . . . . . . 151,917,984 119,744,171

State capital appropriations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 55,161,399
Capital Grants and Gifts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,778,879 2,928,454
Additions to Permanent Endowments  . . . . . . . . . . . 19,301,488 19,206,124

Increase in net assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176,998,351 197,040,148
Net assets, beginning of year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,893,279,599 2,070,277,950
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,070,277,950 $2,267,318,098


